Serratene triterpenoids and their biological activities from Lycopodiaceae plants.
The plants of Lycopodiaceae family, distributed across China, India and also Southeast Asia, have been used as folk medicines. The phytochemical constitutent studies of this family was widely reported. Serratene trierpenoids is one of phytochemical constitutent type, which have been mainly isolated from this plant family. To date, more than 100 serratene-type triterpenoids have been reported and several of them have been shown promising biological activities, especially cytotoxicity and chemopreventive activity. This review covers the structural classification, biological activities and hypotheses about biosynthetic pathways of serratene-type triterpenes.